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Il SUMMARY

Through this Order, the Commission adopts amendments to the Commission’s
Construction Standards, Ownership, Cost Allocation, and Customer Charges for Electric
Distribution Line Extensions Rule (Chapter 395).

Il BACKGROUND

A. Chapter 395

Chapter 395 of the Commission’s Rules governs construction standards,
ownership, cost allocation, and customer charges for electric distribution line
extensions. The Chapter establishes the requirements for persons who construct
electric distribution line extensions, including the development and approval of
construction standards, qualifications to perform tasks associated with building line
extensions, and dispute resolution procedures. Additionally, the rule governs the
ownership of electric distribution line extensions and the method for reapportioning
construction costs among customers who receive service from them. Finally, Chapter
395 excludes service drops from the definition of a line extension, and specifies that a
customer will not be charged for a service drop that is provided by a transmission and
distribution (T&D) utility.

Chapter 395 was last amended on February 27, 2013, when the Commission
removed reference to “secondary voltage line extensions” and added a provision that
provided that “large” T&D utilities may not charge a customer for a service drop of up to
150 feet if located on the same side of the street as the distribution facilities and 200
feet if located on the opposite side of the street from the distribution facilities. Maine
Public Utilities Commission, Amendments to Construction Standards, Ownership and
Cost Allocation, and Customer Charges Rules for Electric Distribution Line Extensions
(Chapter 395), Docket No. 2012-00583, Order Adopting Amended Rule and Statement
of Factual and Policy Basis (Feb. 27, 2013).
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B. Notice of Rulemaking

On August 24, 2018, the Commission issued a Notice of Rulemaking (NOR) and
proposed rule. The purpose of this rulemaking was to consider more specific
requirements regarding cost responsibility for service drops. Consistent with rulemaking
procedures, the Commission held a public hearing on October 2, 2018, and received
written comments on the proposed amendments. Written comments were provided by
Emera Maine, Central Maine Power Company (CMP), Eastern Maine Electric
Cooperative, Inc., and David McElvain. The Commission addresses these comments
below.

lll.  ADOPTED PROVISIONS AND AMENDMENTS

A. Section 1 (Definitions)

i Service Drops

In the NOR, the Commission proposed amending the definition of service drop to
specifically include “associated equipment, including anchors, push braces and
transformers,” along with the “service cable or other conductor” already included in the
definition of the rule. However, CMP noted in its comments that the inclusion of
“transformers” in the definition could incorrectly imply that a customer with an
underground service drop would be required to provide the transformer. Therefore, the
adopted rule differs from the proposed rule in that it removes reference to transformers.
Additionally, as discussed further below, because the adopted rule now requires that
customers provide poles and any equipment associated with the poles, reference to
“anchors” and “push braces” has also been removed from the definition, so as not to
imply that such equipment will be provided for free by the T&D utility as part of an
above-ground service drop. The adopted rule now defines a “service drop” as the
“cable or other conductor and associated equipment that provides secondary voltage to
the customer’s service entrance equipment from a transformer or from a secondary
conductor located on the utility’s distribution system or on a privately-owned line
extension” [emphasis added]. The adopted definition specifies that a service drop does
not include a transformer or poles.

2. Applicability of Line Extension Charges

The adopted rule applies the line extension charges provisions (Section 10) and
the service drop provisions (Section 11) to both CMP and Emera Maine. Accordingly,
the rule removes the definition of “Large transmission and distribution utility,” as well as
all references to “large” T&D utilities throughout the rule. Under the prior rule,
provisions related to “large” T&D utilities applied only to CMP. The language in the
adopted rule is unchanged from the proposed rule.






